LOAN OF AN ASSASSIN                         ZIl

who had killed their old acquaintance., Tomalevsky,
They shed no tears over the Bulgarian journalist.
Perhaps they even rejoiced at his removal. Such a
man having parted company with Michailof and entered
upon more legitimate political activity might some
time or other go to Belgrade and betray valuable secrets.
Tomalevsky had paid the penalty of instability. But
when a man had to be killed in Bulgaria the executioners
made no mistake. Vlada the Chauffeur was the sort
of man who could be of real service to Pavelitch. He
was more reliable than the Croats. There was some
correspondence and the Macedonian Committee agreed
to lend their assassin to Pavelitch.

Vlada the Chauffeur disappeared from the streets
of Sofia and was not seen again in the cafes. He had
been married twice, once divorced: his wives never
saw him again. Katia, his mistress at the time, never
heard from him. The police lost track of him and yet
he was not registered as having passed the frontier. It
is probable that he departed with a false passport. In
any case he turned up in Budapest in the summer of
1933, in the company of one of Michailof's henchmen,
Cyril Drangof,

He was sent to Yanko Pusta and then to Italy. Little
is known of his movements abroad and his activities
until he was deputed to go to Marseilles. He must
have lived rather idly. He was used to a free and
profligate existence and could not be bullied or placed
under severe discipline. At the trial at Ak-en-Ptovence
he was described as Pavelitch's bodyguard. Pospichil
was certainly the bodyguard of Perchets., but Perchets
was in danger because there had been disaffection in
the Hungarian camp. Pavelitch lived a much more
secure existence than Perchets and it is not likely that he
used Vlada the Chauffeur for his personal protection.
The Serbs, especially after the Oreb revelations., might
well have sent some men to kidnap or murder Pavelitch.
That would have been the Russian method of dealing